With mission to offer mﬁhing on all aspects of the hospitality industry,
Mobile Communidad opens new Mountain View Hospitality Academy

FORT DAVIS - Mountam View
Hospitality Academy is the newest
initiative of the nonprofit outreach
program Mobile Comunidad, with
& nussion to offer professaonal train-
ing 1o area adults and high school
junsors and seniors in all aspects of
the hospitality industry

The new academy
operates at  Mountan
View Lodge, formerly
Mountain Trails Lodge,
on Highway 118, just
one mile south of Fort
Davis. Through part-
nerships with the Rio
Grande Council of
Governments, Comell
University, the Con-
rad N. Hilton College
of Global Hospitality
Leadershap at the Uni-
versity of Houston,
and other mstitutions,
students can complete
their chosen courses and obtain cer-
tificates

The academy will also incor-
porate hands-on traming and work-
study opportunities. Areas of study
include all aspecis of restaurant man-
agement, including kitchen manage-
ment, front and back-of-house train-
ing, culinary arts, catenng, wine/
food pairings, bartending, and bar

management. Also offered are hotel/
motel operations courses, including
front desk operations, housekeep-
ing, business management, main-
tenance and landscaping, camping
and glamping. marketing, and guest
expenence management

Financial assistance and limited
on-sile housing will be available to
students Courses will be present-
ed in the classroom at the Lodge.
known as The Gathering Place, with
visiling professors and instructors
Following the coursework, students
can work in their chosen areas of in-
terest at the Lodge, whach continues
to operate as a commercial lodging

facility, gusded by area professionals
from the region’s hospitality indus-
try

A restaurant will retumn to the
property as the Mountain View Café
serving breakfast 1o the public from
7 to 11 am Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays  begin-
ning  Seplember
B. Additional
dining  options
are planned for
the fumre. The
Mountain  View
Café wall offer
many of the fa-
vorites  enjoyed
in the past at the
Drugstore, with
former Drugstore
stafl creating the
meals

The academy
will also educate
those already em-
ployed in area restaurants, hotels,
and motels to expand their skills and
explore new aspects of hospitality. A
survey of local hospatality business-
es revealed that hiring and retaming
skilled workers 18 their mam chal-
lenge. The academy will work with
area emplovers to tailor courses 1o
theis workforce.
Tounsm is the main ~ (See page 2)
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economuc driver in JefT Davis Coun-
ty and in many communities in the
greater TransPecos and Big Bend
region.

With dozens of new hotel rooms
and eatenes being planned for these
communities, students who com-
plete their education at the academy
will have the skills to gain satisfying
careers in this area or anywhere in
the world

“I believe thai Mountain View
Hospitality Academy will create
tremendous career opportunities for
its students and be a game chang-
er for the mdustry in our region,”
said Jeanine Bishop, Mobile Co-
munsdad Co-Founder, and Lodge
General Manager “Students from
the academy will be able to fill the
many openings at our area lodging
and dining businesses, making for a
win-win situation for them and the
employers ™

Mobile Comunidad s leas-
ing the Lodge property from own-
ers Scott and Jenny Tumer, who
have operated the facility for more
than 17 vears, imtially as the Davis
Mountains Eduocation Center, con-
ducting educational towrs to Mex-

ico’s Copper Canvon and in Texas,
New Mexico, and the Big Bend

The Tumers will continue 1o
advise the Mobile Comunidad staff,
ensunng that the Lodge will contin-
ue with its high standards and favor-
able reviews.

They wall turn their focus to Ter-
lingua, where they own a short-term
rental property near the Ghostown,
featuring glamping yurts and a loft
at Terlingua Escondido.

The Lodge has operated since
the 19308 when it was Spencer’s
Mountain View Lodge Bishop de-
cided 1o retum to the original name
in a nod to the history of the prop-
efty.

Mountain View Lodge serves
as the base of operations for Mobile
Comunidad. The student lunch pro-
gram will operate.

This school year, they will feed
nutritonal hot and cold lunches
to Fort Davis Elementary students
three days per week and high school

student mutrition education program
will also headquarter at the property.

Mobile Comunidad continues
to expand outreach in education,
nutrition, health, literacy, and social
services. Originating as a program of

the Friends of the Jeff Davis County
Library, Mobile Comunidad is now
a separate nonprofit organization.
Board members include Todd Jagger
and Robin Eisen. Mobile Comumi-
dad’s mussion, in shorl, is feeding
munds and bodies.

Bishop and fellow co-Founder
Vicki Gibson conceived of the acad-
emy along with Jenny Tumer and
the Rio Grande Council of Govern-
ments’ Peggy O'Brien and Robert
Halpem.

Weekly Zoom meetings have
been conducted since early March to
take the academy from sdea to im-
plementation. Area hospitality own-
ers and other mterested supporters
have participated i the program’s
planning

Planners intend the program to
provide an option for area students
and adults to secure well-paying jobs
with an opportumty to gain long-
term careers while remaining in their
home towns. “The education at the
academy will give students the skills
they need without leaving home for
university and incurning student loan
debts,” said Gibson
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